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Cities are made up of numerous elements,  including walkable streets, 

interesting architecture, vibrant neighborhoods and unique amenities.  

The best cities in the world, however, also include a cohesive and 

comprehensive urban park network as an organizing element that 

connects neighborhoods and provides a setting for the urban elements.   

 

Parks, recreation areas and other open spaces enhance the quality of life 

for residents, workers and visitors.  Parks provide community and 

environmental benefits, and can also add economic value to surrounding 

properties. Some of the most prestigious neighborhoods in the world are 

located near highly-renowned parks. 

 

To be successful, Tysons must include a comprehensive park network.  

The new vision for Tysons builds on its economic strength, 

accommodates greater population growth, and provides a healthy, 

beautiful place to live, work and play.  Integral to this vision is the creation 

of a park network that serves the community in a variety of ways.  Parks 

provide an opportunity to connect with nature in a way that might not 

otherwise exist in an urban area.  

 

6. URBAN PARKS 

Parks provide visual breaks in the urban landscape, create calming areas 

of green in an urban environment, and provide places for people to enjoy 

passive and active recreation. Public parks and open spaces are 

important for residents of higher density neighborhoods who may lack 

access to private yards or recreation facilities. Further, urban parks 

improve air quality, reduce stormwater runoff, provide biodiversity and 

improve community health. 

 

Along with the streetscape, parks provide locations where the public 

interacts and socializes. As such, it is important that high-quality parks 

are provided in the appropriate size, location, and type to address the 

needs of the community. 

 

In Tysons, there is no minimum open space requirement in the zoning 

ordinance. However, an urban parkland requirement based on growth in 

residents and workers has been established in the Comprehensive Plan. 

The urban park requirement is calculated based on the amount of gross 

floor area (GFA) of space, and the amount of people expected to live and/

or work in a development. Requirements for athletic fields and 

recreational needs are calculated according to the policies and standards 

set forth in the Comprehensive Plan. 
























































